
Writing Assessment 
This week all our students are involved in writing assessments. Students will write a piece on a 
set genre using a prompt given by the teacher. Students are assessed on a variety of criteria 
including grammar, spelling, vocabulary, sentence structure, ideas and genre. 
 

The following genre is set.  Team Haast will be writing a character description. Team Kereru will 
be writing a narrative. Team Tui will be writing a narrative. Team Piwakawaka will be writing a 
recount on Whanau and Family time. Included in this week’s newsletter are our writing focus in 
literacy and ways you can help. 
 

Piwakawaka: A time with family and friends. 

Writing 
Focus: 
 

Recount of something that has happened (A piece of writing about an 
experience your child has had. 
Include: Who, where, what, when, why and simple time connectives to join 
ideas (first, next, then, finally) - finish with a simple response (e.g. feelings 
statement: I loved it because … / It was amazing because …). 
 

Students will be motivated to recall a moment they have had with their 
own families or friends. 
 

Ways to 
help at 
home: 

Discuss events/activities that have happened in the past. 
 

Discuss experiences you have had together as a family. 
 

Talk about the order that the event occurred in. Talk about how they felt 
during the experience. 
 

 

 

Tui: The day things started disappearing. 

Writing 
Focus: 
 

Narrative Writing: Marks are awarded for punctuation such as capital 
letters, full stops, commas, exclamation marks and speech marks used 
correctly. Spelling and vocabulary including adjectives. Ideas, structure 
and language and paragraphs.  
 

Ways to 
help at 
home: 

Read a range of stories, (Fairy tales, myths & legends, novels, short 
stories, fables). 
 

Discuss what makes a story interesting. 
 

Discuss ideas for characters, settings, problem, resolution or storylines. 
Think about the opening statement such as One day…, Once upon a 
time…., Early one morning… or late one afternoon…. 
 

Think about how to introduce the characters and where the story takes 
place. Identify a problem and how it gets fixed.  

 

P.T.O. 



 

 

 

Kereru: The Bush 

Writing 
Focus: 

Narrative Writing: Marks are awarded for sentence structure, 
punctuation, vocabulary, spelling, descriptive language, ideas, 
structure and language and paragraphs.  
 

A prompt using photos of the bush and forest will be used to 
motivate the students.  
 

Ways to help 
at home: 

Have a discussion and the proposed storyline. Think about the 
orientation, opening statement, character development, 
problem and resolution. 
 

Additional 
support: 

Information about expectations in narrative writing have been 
posted in the Parent Portal. 

 

 

 

Haast: Character Description 

Writing 
Focus: 
 

Character Description: Students will be writing a character 
description about a person of their choosing, who is well known to 
them (self, family member, close friend).  
Marks will be awarded for: descriptive language, use of figurative 
language (such as similes, metaphors, alliteration, onomatopoeia), 
ideas, vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation, spelling and 
organising ideas into paragraphs. 

Ways to 
help at 
home: 

Have a discussion at home about who your child could write about. 
Think about what your character looks like, what personality traits 
do they show and what do they like and dislike. Talk about some 
situations/stories that demonstrate these.  

 

 

 


