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School Newsletter Week 7 Term 1 2016 
 
Thinking about Learning with the Principal 

Bonjour Glenbrook families, 
 
Last week Mrs Davidson and I attended the Waikato 

Institutes Educational Leadership’s “Innovative 

Learning Environment (ILE) conference. A dialogic 

opportunity to learn, discuss and unpack what ILE 

means for leadership. It challenged assumptions, 

dispelled deficit theories, forced clarity, and set in place 

networks I hope to capture for our teachers, community 

and students. Over the next few months I will share with 

you the journey we are undertaking as a school who 

leads learning.  
 
The most articulate description of innovation in 

education is recognising that old forms of teaching is 

not working for all learners, identifying what the key 

needs are for our learners and creating new platforms 

based on evidence and knowledge that does work. The 

first step to innovation in education is in creating a 

vision and direction where teachers, parents and 

students understand the pedagogy. This is called the 

learning architecture. Our vision is “Realising 

Potential”. This is achieved through our values and 

Qualities of Learning (QALs). Values and qualities co-

constructed with you, our community, our staff and our 

students after intensive consultation. This collaborative 

approach is essential in an innovative environment.  
 
At Glenbrook School learning is at the nucleus of 

learning architecture, learning as an action rather than 

an outcome. In order to give teachers and students the 

tools to describe how they learn, we teach students the 

Habits of Mind (HOM). I lead a Principal’s assembly 

every Monday to share a different Habit of Mind each 

week so every child hears the same message. The time 

given, gives value to the importance of learning the 

same language of learning. There are 16 Habits of Mind 

and each week we focus on a different HOM. Teachers 

use the HOM to capture how students learn. You may 

read these as comments in books, in class blogs or hear 

them in the Glenbrook Certificates which captures our 

values. Our staff and students model the language 

everywhere. Ask your child what this week’s HOM is 

and how they are achieving it. Each week they are 

challenged to recognise how they achieve, where they 

may have failed and what they need to do to succeed 

and meet their goals.  

 
As parents, and as partners of learning, I challenge you 

to be part of the learning conversation. Talk to your 

child about their CCC goals and in particular their 

aspirations. What skills do they need and why? Focus 

on the how and why rather than the knowledge they 

need. Make time for the learning at home, this can 

include talking about your day, playing together 

outside, cooking, reading a favourite book you had as a 

child or even discussing why the crickets are chirping 

so much at this time of year. Change what you all see as 

learning as a family. It starts with a conversation and 

time. 
 
If you would like to read the OCED report on 

Educational Research and Innovation – Innovative 

Learning Environments: 
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-

Management/oecd/education/innovative-learning-

environments_9789264203488-en#page1 
 
Your Principal, 

 

Lysandra Stuart 

stuartl@glenbrook.school.nz 

 

2016 Term 1 Events 
Child Centred Conferences Wednesday  16 March  

3.30 – 7.00 
Thursday 17th March  
12 – 3pm 

Scrap Metal Drop Off 19th March – 28th March 

Franklin Triathlon  Monday 21st March 

Piwakawaka Splish Splash day Monday 21st March 

Kereru Team visit to New World Wednesday 23rd March 

Easter Break March 25th – 29th March 

Franklin Kapa Haka Festival Saturday 2nd April  
1.30 – 6.30pm 

Franklin Ultra Rip Tuesday 5th April 

Parent Consultation:  
Sexuality Education 

Wednesday 6th April  
6pm – 7pm 
Thursday 7th April  
3.00 – 4.00pm 

Disco Friday 8th April 

PTA AGM Monday 11th April  
starting at 7pm. 

Franklin Rippa Tuesday 12th April 

Term 1 Ends Students Last Day  
Thursday 14th April 
Teacher Only Day  
Friday 15th April 
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Pool will be closed from Wednesday 30th March. Pool 
maintenance will begin on the 30th March.  Last swim 
will be Tuesday 29h March. Please begin returning 
pool keys. 
 
 
Whakawhanaungatanga: At Glenbrook School 
we work as a community together 
An enormous thank you to everyone who helped with Phone Books 
this year. From everyone who helped with packing up the books, the 
small team who delivered to businesses’ on Friday and our great 
teams who worked endlessly on Saturday. In particular thank you to 
Stacey, Kathy and Cheyanne who drive this fundraiser so that your 
children benefit.  
 
Ako: At Glenbrook School we are all learners.  
A reminder we have Child Centred Conferences, CCC‘s this week. 
This is a time when all immediate partners of learning come together 
to discuss the learning of that student. The goals and aspirations are 
set to be achieved over the next term and a half. Please remember 
that your child’s learning is at the centre of the conversation. 
Everyone learns differently and learning is not just knowledge 
based. It is about the skills and attitudes needed to be able to think 
and be prepared for an unknown future. 
 
School will finish as usual on Wednesday and class teachers will 
begin CCC at 3.30pm. On Thursday school finishes at 12pm. Miss 
Stuart, Miss Shears and our teacher aides will supervise pick up.  
 
Manaakitanga: At Glenbrook School we care 
for and value people and the world. 
On Tuesday 22nd March students can “buy” extra playtime. They can 
purchase extra playtime with a tinned item of food. If you have any 
clothes that you can donate they will also be gladly received. All 
items received will be donated and sent to Fiji to assist. (Thank you 
to Lynda McSorley for the idea!) 
 
Mana: At Glenbrook School we are respectful, 
strong and resilient.  
Congratulations to all our students who attended group day 
swimming. Your behaviour, resilience and effort were excellent. The 
following students are attending zone day and we wish them the  
best of luck: Erica Webb, Kyla Tong, Aria Moore, Kowhai Nepia, Will 
Whittaker-Lahman, Emma Cunningham, Maraekaiti Nepia, Kristal 
Goldsmith, Ashton Walworth and Bianca Watson. 

 
Easter Holidays 
Just a reminder that Easter Break is from 
Friday 25th March until Tuesday 29TH March. 
School will be open again on Wednesday 30th 
March 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last Day of Term 
Please note that students last day of Term 1 will be Thursday 
14th April. Teachers will be having a teacher only day on Friday 
15th April. Teachers will spend the day in professional 
development building our Glenbrook Model of Inquiry which 
encourages our Qualities of Learning (QALs): Thinking, 
collaboration, communication, future focused.  
 
FREE SCRAP METAL DROP OFF 19 – 28 March  
Please see enclosed flyer. 
 
Leave During Term Time 
Just a reminder to parents and whanau that if you are 

taking your child out of school for an extended length of 

time, you need to seek permission from the principal. 
 
Custody and Parental Arrangements 
Students whose parents have a custody or parental 

arrangement either formally or informally, need to have a 

copy held at the school for the Health and Safety of 

students. Can you please contact Mrs Andrews or Miss 

Stuart if you have such an arrangement. This will ensure 

both parents receive a copy of your child's report or other 

relevant information.  
 
ASB Banking Day: Thursday 
Glenbrook School banking day is Thursday. If you 
would like your child to start an ASB account please 
complete the banking form.  
 
Parent Consultation: Sexuality Education 
On Wednesday 6th April 6-7pm and Thursday 7th April 
3-4pm we will be holding an information session in 
consultation with parents about sexuality education. 
This is a legislative document produced by the 
Ministry of Education. It is a time for you, as parents 
to ask questions and be informed about the 
programme we will be teaching in Term 3 2016.  
 
PTA News 
Massive thank you to all who supported the phone 
book run on Friday & especially Saturday. We had a 
fantastic day & delivered the entire Pukekohe area 
by 4pm. anyone still wanting to help we have Otaua 
to deliver to - perhaps someone who couldn't make 
it on Saturday. 
 
PTA Meeting: 21st March 7.30 Staff Room. All 
welcome - especially new families. 
 
PTA Iceblocks - $2.00 Thursday morning tea time. 
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